Means & Medians – Worksheet B

Contrasting Medians and Means (Data in Worksheet)
Name:

1.
Here are the armspan measurements of 10 students in cm. Find the mean and median of the data.
	173
	165
	184
	152
	168

	168
	175
	158
	164
	159


Mean ______________
Median ____________

How close are they?

2.
Here are the dates of manufacture of 10 randomly collected Australian 10¢ pieces.

	2004
	2003
	1989
	2005
	1976

	2005
	2002
	1978
	1997
	2005


Find the mean ______________

Find the median ____________

How close are they?

3.
Comment on the differences between the means and medians for the 2 data sets.
4.
Use the data found at the end of this worksheet for armspan measurements in cm for 60 Australian students and the dates on 100 randomly collected Australian 10¢ pieces.

Create stacked dot plots of both data sets (this can be done either with paper and pencil or using software if available, such as TinkerPlots). Use this space or print out your computer output and attach it here.

Armspans
Coin Dates

5.
Compare and contrast the mean and median in each plot?
6.
Explain why there is a gap between mean and median in one plot but not the other
7.
Why is the mean lower rather than higher than the median in one of the plots?

Data from 60 students’ armspans (cm)
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150
179
166
164
171
159
159
167
165
157
170

180
152
175
184
161
169
180
182
166
165
159
168

168
171
155
168
166
158
159
174
170
168
165
159

170
180
165
181
175
180
161
153
150
184
171
160

175
183
150
187
151
170
146
182
173
165
187
167







Data from 100 randomly collected Australian 10¢ pieces
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